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material in each quadrant must be at-
tached as closely as possible to the 
shoulder area of the life preserver. 

[CGFR 60–35, 25 FR 10132, Oct. 25, 1960, as 
amended by CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9383, Mar. 3, 
1982; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35530, June 30, 
1998] 

§ 144.01–25 Ring life buoys. 
(a) Each manned platform must have 

at least four approved ring life buoys 
constructed in accordance with 46 CFR 
Subpart 160.050; except ring life buoys 
approved under former 46 CFR Subpart 
160.009 may be used as long as they are 
in good and serviceable condition. One 
ring life buoy must be placed on a suit-
able rack on each side of a manned 
platform in an accessible place. The 
ring life buoy must always be capable 
of being cast loose and may not be per-
manently secured in any way. 

(b) Each ring life buoy must have a 
water light of an approved automatic 
electric type constructed in accordance 
with 46 CFR Subpart 161.010. A water 
light constructed in accordance with 
former 46 CFR Subpart 161.001 that was 
installed before January 1, 1972 may be 
retained in an existing installation as 
long as it is maintained in good condi-
tion. The water light must be attached 
to the ring life buoy by a 12-thread ma-
nila or equivalent synthetic lanyard 
not less than 1 meter (3 feet) nor more 
than 2 meters (6 feet) in length. The 
water light must be mounted on a 
bracket near the ring life buoy so that 
when the ring life buoy is cast loose, 
the water light will pull free of the 
bracket. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956, as amend-
ed by CGD 79–165b, 45 FR 65208, Oct. 2, 1980; 
CGD 80–155b. 47 FR 10533, Mar. 11, 1982] 

§ 144.01–30 First-aid kit. 
On each manned platform a first-aid 

kit approved by the Commandant or 
the U.S. Bureau of Mines shall be pro-
vided and kept in the custody of the 
person in charge. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956, as amend-
ed by CGD 73–177R, 40 FR 8176, Feb. 26, 1975] 

§ 144.01–35 Litter. 
On each manned platform a Stokes 

litter, or other suitable safety litter 
capable of being safely hoisted with an 

injured person, shall be provided and 
kept in an accessible place. 

[CGFR 68–154, 33 FR 18626, Dec. 17, 1968] 

§ 144.01–40 Emergency communica-
tions equipment. 

On manned platforms means of com-
munication by radio and/or wire tele-
phone shall be provided for contacting 
the shore or vessels in the vicinity for 
aid in the event of an emergency. 

[CGFR 56–4, 21 FR 903, Feb. 9, 1956] 

Subpart 144.10—Unmanned 
Platforms 

§ 144.10–1 Lifesaving equipment. 

(a) Except as allowed in paragraph (b) 
of this section, no person may be on an 
unmanned platform unless the fol-
lowing lifesaving equipment is readily 
accessible on the platform: 

(1) A life preserver or a Type I—Per-
sonal flotation device, listed in Table 1, 
for each person. 

TABLE 1—LIFE PRESERVERS AND EQUIVALENT 
PERFORMANCE FLOTATION DEVICES 

Devices marked Equivalent to performance type 
marked 

160.002 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.003 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.004 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.005 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 
160.055 Life preserver Type I—Personal flotation device. 

(2) An approved ring life buoy (Type 
IV PFD) for every two persons, but no 
more than four devices are required. 
Each ring life buoy must be of a type 
constructed in accordance with 46 CFR 
subpart 160.050; except a ring life buoy 
that was approved under former 46 CFR 
subpart 160.009 may be used as long as 
it is in good and serviceable condition. 

(3) Each ring life buoy under para-
graph (a)(2) of this section must have 
an approved automatic electric water 
light that is attached as described in 
§ 144.01–25(b). 

(b) The ring life buoys required in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section may be 
kept on a manned vessel that remains 
alongside the platform if there is no 
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available space to keep them on the 
platform. 

[CGD 73–177R, 40 FR 8176, Feb. 26, 1975, as 
amended by CGD 80–155b, 47 FR 10533, Mar. 
11, 1982] 

§ 144.10–10 Other lifesaving equip-
ment. 

Any lifesaving equipment on an un-
manned platform that is not required 
in § 144.10–1 must meet the standards 
contained in Subpart 144.01 of this part. 

[CGD 73–177R, 40 FR 8176, Feb. 26, 1975] 

Subpart 144.20—Requirements for 
U.S. and Undocumented MODU’s 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 67 Stat. 462 (43 U.S.C. 
1333) as amended; 49 CFR 1.46(z). 

§ 144.20–1 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to each MODU 

operating on the OCS that is not in-
spected under 46 CFR subchapter I-A. 

[CGD 82–075b, 49 FR 4377, Feb. 6, 1984] 

§ 144.20–5 Exposure suits. 
This section applies to each MODU 

except those operating south of 32 de-
grees North latitude in the Atlantic 
Ocean or south of 35 degrees North lati-
tude in all other waters. 

(a) Each MODU must carry an expo-
sure suit for each person on board. The 
exposure suit must be stowed in a read-
ily accessible location in or near the 
berthing area of the person for whom 
the exposure suit is provided. 

(b) In addition to the exposure suits 
required by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, each watch station and work sta-
tion must have enough exposure suits 
to equal the number of persons nor-
mally on watch in, or assigned to, the 
station at one time. However, an expo-
sure suit need not be provided at a 
watch or work station for a person 
whose cabin, stateroom, or berthing 
area (and the exposure suits stowed in 
that location) is readily accessible to 
the station. 

(c) Each exposure suit on a MODU 
must be of a type approved under 46 
CFR 160.171. 

(d) Each exposure suit must have a 
personal flotation device light that is 
approved under 46 CFR 161.012. Each 

light must be securely attached to the 
front shoulder area of the exposure 
suit. 

(e) Each exposure suit on a MODU 
must be provided with a whistle of the 
ball type or multi-tone type, of corro-
sion resistant construction, and in 
good working order. The whistle must 
be attached to the exposure suit by a 
lanyard without hooks, snaps, clips, 
etc., that is long enough to permit the 
whistle to reach the mouth of the 
wearer. If the lanyard allows the whis-
tle to hang below the waist of the 
wearer, the whistle must be stowed in 
a pocket on the exposure suit, or with 
the lanyard coiled and stopped off. 

(f) No stowage container for exposure 
suits may be capable of being locked. 

[CGD 82–075b, 49 FR 4377, Feb. 6, 1984, as 
amended by CGD 84–090, 50 FR 3904, Jan. 29, 
1985; USCG–2000–7223, 65 FR 40057, June 29, 
2000] 

Subpart 144.30—Requirements for 
Foreign MODU’s 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 67 Stat. 462 (43 U.S.C. 
1333) as amended; 49 CFR 1.46(z). 

§ 144.30–1 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to each MODU 

engaged in OCS activities that is docu-
mented under the laws of a foreign na-
tion. 

[CGD 82–075b, 49 FR 4377, Feb. 6, 1984] 

§ 144.30–5 Exposure suits. 
Each foreign MODU must meet the 

requirements of § 144.20–5 of this chap-
ter, except as follows: 

(a) Exposure suits (immersion suits, 
survival suits, etc.) approved by the na-
tion under which the MODU is docu-
mented may be used in lieu of suits ap-
proved under 46 CFR 160.071, provided 
that they are accepted by the Com-
mandant as providing equivalent ther-
mal protection to the wearer. (Re-
quests for acceptance of such suits 
should be sent to Commandant, U.S. 
Coast Guard, (CG–521), 2100 2nd St. SW., 
Stop 7126, Washington, DC 20593–7126, 
along with technical data supporting 
the thermal performance of the suits.) 

(b) Personal flotation device lights 
approved by the nation under which 
the MODU is documented may be used 
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